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Lauritz Korfix Schultz

I am from Denmark and hold a master in Danish and History from Roskilde University. Before
moving to Japan, I have been holding different teaching positions in: Adult education, Danish as a
Foreign Language, senior folk high school and from 2017 onwards in upper secondary school. During
this time, [ have also been working as a journalist. Now, I am delighted to teach Japanese students my
native language and to be working with Danish culture and society from various points of view. An
important aspect of my professional undertaking is not only what to teach but also the didactic question
of how to teach.

My main task is first and foremost to improve the Danish language skills of my students, since
this provides them with the necessary tools to become familiar with Danish traditions, culture,
literature, politics, music, arts, history and contemporary issues. One of my current projects evolves
around the circumstance that Denmark, on the one hand, is said to be one of the happiest countries in
the world, but, on the other hand, by reading Danish literature we see that there are indeed other, darker
things to be said about Denmark as well. For example, in the last decade, Danish fiction has
increasingly shed light on the rising inequality between rich and poor in average life expectancy,
unhealthy ways of living, and level of education among other inequalities. Another issue taking centre
stage in newer Danish fiction is that of depression. What I am especially interested in here, is the
historical and sociological point that Denmark has underwent a change from being a society duty to
being one of responsibility. As a result of this change, the rising demands from society and the
overwhelming panorama of possibilities confronting the self have caused mental exhaustion and

depression to become a social illness in the Danish population.
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I’'m from Sweden and I’'m currently working with teaching Swedish language and Swedish
culture at Osaka University. Before that I’ve been teaching the same topics to exchange students,
immigrants and foreign university staff for three years at Malmd University and latest at Lund
University for seven years.

At Lund University I also graduated in contemporary Swedish and later continued my
qualification at Gothenburg University where I studied Teaching Swedish as a second language.

During my career | have had some lucky opportunities to work with languages from several
perspectives. One of them is one-to-one teaching to foreign professionals from variating branches and

companies in Sweden.



Another experience has been building up a Swedish language department at the company Swedish
HealthCare Academy which is arranging Swedish specialist training to foreign medical doctors and
dentists. I was responsible for the whole language training from beginner level to clinical practice
which gave me useful insights in what kind of challenges foreign professionals might face working in
a foreign country.

I’'m still very interested in developing branch teaching as there are many qualified immigrants in
Sweden that are in a need of special language training to be able to continue their career in Sweden.

The Swedish language has also taken me to Hyderabad in India where I was teaching Swedish to
master students going to Sweden for a Swedish master or PhD studies. In India I realized how
significant cultural knowledge is for a language student.

As I have been interested in languages since I was very young I went to France as a young girl
and got an exam in French at Sorbonne and a diploma in business French at Sorbonne and La Chambre
de Commerce et d’Industrie de Paris in Paris. Other language studies have been Spanish at the
University of Salamanca in Spain and Italian at I’Universita per Stranieri di Perugia in Italy. Altogether
these studies led to my very first teaching job in French and Italian.

Being a second language student myself in three languages for several years has given me

valuable experiences and insights in language learning that I can use in my teaching today.
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